
AWR 209 Dealing with the Media:  
A Short Course for Rural First Responders

AWR 209 Dealing with the Media: A Short Course for Rural First 
Responders is a six-hour tuition-free course designed to provide rural 
first responders with the skills and knowledge to quickly adopt the role of 
public information officer (PIO) if/when needed and to communicate with 
the public through the media. Many rural first responder organizations 
do not have a full or part-time PIO on staff. Therefore, in the event that 
a first responder is thrust into the role of PIO, whether it be roadside at 
the scene of an emergency or detailing directions to the public in a crisis 
situation, it is important to under-stand how the media works and how 
best to work with the available media outlets.

Topics covered include but are not limited to:
•	 Utilizing the media in emergency and public awareness situations.

•	 Working with the media at the scene of an emergency.

•	 Anticipating what news agencies want from the responders at the 
scene of an emergency.

•	 Giving interviews that work.

•	 Writing effective news releases that will be read.

*Please note all foreign nationals need to complete a Department of 
Homeland Security Foreign National Visitor Request Form in order to 
attend this course. 

Registration

Register for your FEMA Student Identification number at:
https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid

For information about course content or how to obtain a DHS 
Foreign National Visitor Request Form contact the RDPC at: 
helpdesk@ruraltraining.org or 877-855-RDPC (7372)

https://www.ruraltraining.org/training/schedule/2015-08-05-awr209-ozark-al-001/
mailto:training@ozarkalabama.us

	Delivery Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2015
	Registration Deadline:: Registration Deadline: July 22, 2015
	Deadline/Contact copy: Please sign-up no later than **Wednesday, July 22, 2015** as a minimum of 20 registrations must be received by this date to confirm the class will be held. Should you have any questions regarding the local jurisdiction or directions to the facility please contact Cpt. Bobby Blankenship, 334-445-0883 (p), training@ozarkalabama.us, 334-445-2703 (f).
	Sponsored by: Training Sponsored by:
	Sponsor Name: Ozark Police Department
	Training Site: Training Site
	Address: Ozark Training Facility 
401 Martin Street, Ozark, AL 36360
Sign-In: 7:30am
Class Times: 8:00am-4:00pm
Lunch on Your Own!
	Prerequisites: Prerequisites: U.S. Citizenship
	Registration Info: Click Here to 
Register Online 
or visit 
www.ruraltraining.org 
	Cost: Training offered at NO COST 
	Certificates: **Students who successfully complete training will receive an RDPC certificate in the mail approximately 4-5 weeks after training.


